
Board of Public Works and Safety 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

July 7, 2014 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Public Works and Safety of the City of Franklin, Indiana 

was called to order at 5:00 p.m. at City Hall, 70 E. Monroe Street, with Mayor Joseph E. 

McGuinness presiding.  Board members Stephen Barnett and Bob Swinehamer answered roll 

call.    

Chief of Police Tim O’Sullivan, Fire Chief John Henderson, Parks Department Superintendent 

Chip Orner, Sewer Billing Office Manager Sherry Phillips, City Engineer Travis Underhill, 

Street Commissioner Brett Jones, Clerk Treasurer Janet Alexander, Records Clerk Stephanie 

Shepherd, and City Attorney Lynnette Gray were also in attendance. 

Mayor McGuinness led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Public Comments 

Mr. Steve Garbacz a reporter with the Daily Journal announced that the paper was sponsoring a  

street party to mark the arrival of the Daily Journal offices into downtown and to celebrate over 

50 years of providing the news in Johnson County. The event will be held Friday, July 11 from 

6:00 to 10:00 pm on East Court Street.  There will food trucks, bounce houses, face painting, a 

beer and wine garden with live music provided by Flatbed Twitch playing 7:00 pm to 10:00 pm. 

Mr. Marty Williams President of Discover Downtown Franklin (DDF) thanked the Board of 

Public Works Members and Departments for the City’s assistance and participation in holding 

the DDF’s annual BBQ competition known as Smoke on the Square.  

Mr. Trent Newport of Crossroad Engineers announced that an education meeting will be held in 

the Council Chambers Wednesday, July 30 at 6:30 pm.  They will provide information about the 

North Main Street round-a-bout which will open before school starts. The presentation should 

last approximately one hour.  



 

Consent Agenda 

Mayor McGuinness presented the consent agenda for approval.  

1. Approval of Minutes from meeting held June 16, 2014 

2. Board of Works Claims. 

o #062014 BOW Utilities in the amount of $196,461,06 

o #062114 Sewer Utilities in the amount of $22,777.42 

o #061714 RDC Contracts/Utilities in the amount of $71.36 

o Pension Payroll in the amount of $57,782.56 

o Payroll in the amount of $362,524.02 

o #062714 BOW Utilities in the amount of $3,999.89 

o #062414 RDC Contracts/Utilities in the amount of $114,403.72 

o #070114 Clothing Allowance in the amount of $35,400.00 

o #070614 Sewer Utility General Obligations in the amount of $31,596.17 

o #070714 BOW General Obligations in the amount of $71,959.45 

o #070514 Sewer Utility Utilities in the amount of $34,667.62 

o #070214 RDC Contracts/Utilities in the amount of $632.86 

o #070414 BOW Utilities in the amount of $750,218.94 

Mr. Barnett made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented, seconded by Mr. 

Swinehamer.  A voice vote was taken with all members stating aye.  No members stating nay.  

The motion carried. 

 

Old Business 

There was no old business presented. 

New Business 



Request to Close Uitz Street to Madison Street and Two Alleys for Annual Block Party 

August 31 - Arlene Andrews     Ms. Arlene Andrew asked the BOW to close Uitz Street to 

Madison Street and two alleys for an block party.  A discussion was held.  Mr. Barnett made a 

motion to approve street closure for the block party on August 31 seconded by Mr. Swinehamer.   

A voice vote was taken with all members stating aye.  The motion carried. 

Board of Works Resolution No.: 14-03 Authorizing the Transfer of Surplus Property from 

the Parks Dept. to MVH - Clerk-Treasurer Alexander   Street Commissioner Brett Jones 

explained that the resolution presented would allow property currently listed as surplus by the 

Parks department be transferred to the Street department (MVH) including a lawn mower, a leaf 

blower, and a battery charger. Mr. Swinehamer made a motion to approve the resolution 

seconded by Mr. Barnett.  A voice vote was taken with all members stating aye.  The motion 

carried. 

Bartram Parkway Rehabilitation Contract   City Engineer Travis Underhill Milestone 

Contractors LP’s bid for the full depth reclamation project to repair Bartram Parkway was the 

lowest most responsive bid and he recommended awarding the project to Milestone Contracts. A 

discussion was held. Mr. Underhill and the City Attorney agreed that the contract presented from 

Milstone contains typos that must be corrected before it may be signed. The project cost is 

$161,744.51 which is to be funded by the RDC.  A discussion was held. Mr. Barnett made a 

motion to approve the Bartram Parkway Rehabilitation contract in the amount of $161,744.50 

upon consideration of funding by the RDC and with the inclusion of required provisions as 

outlined by the City Attorney. Mr. Swinehamer seconded this motion. The motion carried. 

Receipt of bids for Water/Monroe Street and Home Avenue Improvement Project   City 

Attorney Gray opened the one sealed bid received for the Water St., Monroe St., and Home 

Avenue Improvement Project and read the amount quoted aloud.  Dave O’Mara bid $798,300.00 

to complete the work. The City Engineer and City Attorney will review the bid documents. A 

discussion was held.  The RDC approved Resolution 2014-12 authorizing funding for this project 

earlier this year. Mr. Swinehamer made a motion to approve and seconded by Mayor 

McGuiness.  A voice vote was taken with all members stating aye.  The motion carried. 

 



Other Business 

Tim Persley to Discuss Requirements for the Operation of a Food Trailer   Resident Tim 

Persley introduced himself and his associate Amin Anakin and explained their idea for a non-

alcoholic beverage concession trailer.  A discussion was held.  It was determined that Franklin 

does not currently regulate this type of business.  

Surplus Auction - Discuss Auction Date, Time & Auctioneer Contract   Mayor McGuiness 

presented the Surplus Auction contract with Franklin Auction Service and Roger Hughes.  He 

stated that the plan is to hold the auction on Wednesday, August 13
th

 at 10:00 am at the police 

station. Mr. Swinehamer made a motion to approve the contract and to allow Mayor McGuiness 

to sign it. The motion was seconded by Mr. Barnett.  A voice vote was taken with all members 

stating aye.  The motion carried. 

Police Department SOP 1.28 Pregnancy Policy    Chief O’Sullivan presented SOP 1.28 

Pregnancy Policy. Mr. Barnett made a motion to approve SOP 1.28, seconded by Mr. 

Swinehamer.  A voice vote was taken with all members stating aye.  The motion carried.   

Request to File Liens on Unkempt Property    Mr. Barnett made a motion to approve the 

request by the Clerk Treasurer to file ordinance violation liens on the listed properties, seconded 

by Mr. Swinehamer.  A voice vote was taken with all members stating aye.  The motion carried. 

 

Department Reports / Staff Reports 

Street Commissioner Brett Jones announced that the State of Indiana mowed the medians today. 

He also said that he is working with the City Engineer with the goal of making substantial 

improvements to city alleyways by developing a list based on condition to be included in future 

paving projects.   

City Engineer Underhill reported that Dave O’Mara contractors began the 2014 paving project 

work today.  Funding for the entire 2014 paving project is going to be discussed with Council 

tonight.  He stated that the North Main Street round-about is on target to be completed before 



school starts August 6
th

.  Mr. Swinehamer asked about the possibility of INDOT including a 

sound barrier adjacent to Paris Estates when they widen the highway. According to Mr. 

Underhill, INDOT will perform a sound test in that section of highway and if the sound test 

exceeds certain thresholds the state would include a barrier.  

 

Adjournment 

As there was no further business to come before the Board of Works, a motion and a second 

were made to adjourn at 5:34 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

_____________________________ 

Janet P. Alexander, Clerk-Treasurer 

Enrolled:  7/18/14    

 

 

 

        ___________________________ 

        Joseph McGuinness, Mayor 

 

 

Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Janet P. Alexander, Clerk-Treasurer 

 


